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Bolton Voluntary & Community Sector Forum 
Minutes 
 
Wednesday 18th March 2015, 12:30pm, The Hub, Bold Street, Bolton 

 
Attendees    
1. Anna Kinley Bolton Interfaith Council and Smile of Hope 
2. Barry Glasspell Bolton Council 
3. Carol Richards BRASS 
4. Caroline Wyke Bolton Christian Community Cohesion 
5. Cheryl Brinklow Hoot Credit Union 
6. Chris Canham Hoot Credit Union 
7. Clive Fenn Great Lever Veterans Club 
8. Cllr Jack Speight Friends of Daisy Hill Station and Westhoughton Fairtrade Steering Group 

9. David Jackson Harpers Lane Allotment Society 
10. David Morlidge Phoenix Theatre Company 
11. Debra Jones Bolton Under Fives Forum 
12. Duaa Rehman Bolton Interfaith Council 
13. Graham Bridge JIGSAW (Bolton Stroke Group) 
14. Graham Heywood Bolton Adult Asperger Support 
15. Harold Kershner Healthwatch Bolton 
16. Helen Ireland Darcy Lever Residents Association 
17. Hiten Solanki Home-start Bolton 
18. Ibrahim Ismail Bolton Solidarity Community Association 
19. Jackie Gildert Bolton CVS 
20. James Hartnell Bolton International Writing Project 
21. Janice Bayliss Women of Westhoughton 
22. Jim Boydell Deane Scouts & Guides 
23. Karen Minnitt Bolton CVS 
24. Karen Openshaw Zac’s 
25. Keith Harris Bolton FM 
26. Linda Crooke Bolton Deaf Society 
27. Lisa Roberts Khulisa 
28. Liz Fisher Comco 
29. Lorraine Walker Caribbean Elders Association 
30. Lynda Williams Bolton Smart Enterprise 
31. Lynn Cullen Bolton at Home 
32. Lynne Ridsdale Bolton Council 
33. Maria Anderson Home-start Bolton 
34. Michael Tatman Bolton Newstalk 
35. Mustafa Kaynak Bolton Language Society 
36. Nat Biney African Community Association of Bolton 
37. Nick Russell Halliwell Organic Growers 
38. Patricia Boydell Harbour Project 
39. Phil Mason Chair 
40. Phil Warren Florence Avenue Allotment Society 
41. R Wood Gardening on Your Doorstep 
42. Rev L Aboagye African Community Association of Bolton 
43. Royston Brett Khulisa 
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44. Saeed Atcha Xplode Magazine Bolton 
45. Sandra Clarkson BAND 
46. Sharon Knowles BCTFS 
47. Shashikant Merchant Bolton Hindu Forum 
48. Steve Hartley St Georges Day Centre 
49. Sufrana Ismail Home-start Bolton 
50. Summayah Patel Bolton Interfaith Council 
51. Susan Whittle Hall-ith-wood Community & Environment Group 
52. Suzanne Hilton Age UK Bolton 
53. Sylvia Dobinson Bolton Deaf Society 
54. Val Hulme Bolton at Home / Dramatic Action 
 
 
Apologies 
1. Jim Hollyman Bolton Fairtrade 
2. Bethan Marreiros Group Analysis North 
3. Sandra Schofield Friends of Astley Bridge 
4. Geoff Twyther Bolton U3A 
5. Chan Parmar Bolton Interfaith Council 
6. Carol Darbyshire Lever Park Learning Trust 
 
 
1. Welcome 

Chair, Phil Mason, welcomed everyone to the forum. 
 

2. Information Share 

• Michael Tatman spoke about the Greater Manchester Ambition for 
Ageing project with money available in the Halliwell, Crompton and 
Tonge with The Haulgh wards. 
 

• Bolton International Writers are holding a workshop and show next week 
in Halliwell. 
 

• Bolton Christian Community Cohesion are holding an event on the town 
hall square, Easter Saturday 4th April 2015. 
 

• Karen Minnitt expanded on the Ambition for Ageing project and 
explained that Bolton CVS and Age UK Bolton are working together and 
will reach out to everyone in Bolton via the Bolton CVS e-shot when 
GMCVO provide new information for circulation. 
 

• A walking group runs from Bolton Wildlife Trust Tuesdays 10-11am and 
Sundays 10-12, everyone welcome. 
 

• Zac’s Youth Bar art project on identity and hate crime will be displayed at 
the Market Place 27-29th March, with a launch on 28th March by the 
Mayor. 
 

• Smile of Hope have an African Day on the 21st May at Bolton College, 
12-3pm. 
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3. Minutes of last meeting and matters arising 

The minutes were approved as a correct record with no matters arising. 
 

4. Update on Council Savings and latest news from Bolton Council – Lynne 
Ridsdale, Assistant Director – People, Policy and Communications, 
Bolton Council 
 

 a) £43m savings were approved by the council in February.  There is a 
massive piece of work ahead to detail all the options and consultations will 
be held.  The Council will progress as priority what they consider to be the 
big 3 strategic options: 
 

• review the internal workings of the council 

• environmental services partnership with Wigan Council 

• transfer of a number of adults social care services to a local 
authority trading company. 

 
The plan is to protect funding for this year and letters have gone out to 
voluntary organisations funded by Chief Executive’s Department to 
confirm this.  Some one-off monies have been put together to protect 
groups for this year to allow time to engage properly.  The Small Grants is 
in place for this year, £150,000 administered by Bolton CVS, and an 
announcement will be going out to let everyone know.   
 

 b) The Council recognises the need to strengthen the community and 
voluntary sector and ultimately need to support our communities to 
becoming more self-sustaining.  One of the ways we are doing that is with 
the £0.5m pilot Community Empowerment Fund with 2 levels of bid: 
 

• small levels of investment up to £2k 

• larger levels of investment to support start-up initiatives up to £50k 
 
50 applications have been received so far. 
 

 c) The new Chief Executive of Bolton Council, Paul Najsarek, starts on 
Wednesday 27th May.  Paul has particular interest in health and social 
care and the voluntary sector. 
 

 Round table discussions were had, followed by a question and answer session. 
 

 Q. The student block being proposed at the back of Le Mans Crescent, the 
boulevard and the cafe at the town hall, where is the cost coming from and 
why? 

 A. I don’t know so won’t be able to comment.  I act as a conduit between 
yourselves and the wider work of the Council and will be happy to pick this 
up and get replies back through to you, but can’t answer this now. 
 

 Q. A point of clarification, are you looking to keep funding at the same level 
for the year 2015/16? 
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 A. Yes, the intention is to use one-off funding to retain funding at the current 
level for this year by the Chief Executive’s Department.  The specifics will 
depend on how the grants operate in each Council Department, e.g. 
Children and Adults Services are working in a different way.  (It was 
pointed out that Children and Adult Services have not as yet confirmed 
funding for 2015/16 by letter.) 
  

 Q. In relation to activities that assist and support vulnerable people, is 
safeguarding vulnerable people a council priority and to what extent can 
the voluntary sector be asked to assist? 

 A. The budget proposals that were published are the basis on which the 
Council consulted and based around a set of principles on “what do we 
want to protect” and “what do we want to prioritise”.  Protecting the most 
vulnerable was right up there as well as the core principles.  Strengthening 
the role of the sector and enabling communities to become more self-
sustaining is another of the principles.  Strategically some of this will be 
picked up within the funding proposals that are put forward, but then the 
Council will have to look at how to secure the sustainability and future of 
the sector to continue to do the work that we do. 

   
 Phil thanked Lynne for all the work she is doing behind the scenes as we 

recognise how important this is.  Lynne has been working hard for and on 
behalf of the sector and we are delighted by the news of the funding this year 
and for the Small Grants scheme. 

  
5. Saeed Atcha, Xplode Magazine 
 Saeed gave a background on why and how he started Xplode magazine in 

2011 at the age of 15.  In 2011 the readership was 500 and with partnerships 
all over Greater Manchester this has now increased to 25,000 and the amount 
of young people that they work with has grown from 3 to 70.  Xplode has had 
support from the Prime Minister and Saeed was personally awarded with a 
Point of Light from him.  Saeed has also been recruited by the Prince of Wales 
as an “I will” ambassador. 
 

 Q. How many disabled young people have you got working with you, 
profoundly deaf and with Asperger’s syndrome?  

 A. We currently don’t work with anybody from this group as no-one has 
approached us. 
 

 Q. Is it open to any young person to help? 
 A. Yes, we are always looking for young people to be involved in a project. 
   
 Q. The circulation of Xplode, is it purely on-line or do you have a printed 

copy? 
 A. It is printed and on-line as well.  We print 5,000 copies which go to 

schools, colleges, youth centres, Starbucks and Asda stores.  It is a free 
magazine. 
 

 Q. There is an image of lack of respect from young people towards older 
people.  How do we help you to get over that? 
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 A. It differs from person to person, when young people see older people 
believing in them it gives them a sense of confidence and the confidence 
delivers change. 
 

 Q. The statistics you gave earlier showed a rise in negative attitudes towards 
young people nationally by the media, do you feel it’s the same in Bolton?  

 A. I think it’s considerably lower in Bolton.  We have fantastic media 
organisations such as Bolton FM.  The Bolton News has been very helpful 
in publishing things that we ask them to publish. 
 

 Phil thanked Saeed for his presentation. 
 

6. Funding and Training Update – Helen Tomlinson, Bolton CVS 
 

 a) The latest funding bulletin was tabled and Helen went through some of the 
funds.  Details of the Small Grants Programme will be posted on-line as 
soon as we have the first closing date which we anticipate to be mid-May.  
The Break for Carer’s Grant is currently open; the closing date for this is 
Friday 17th April. 
 

 b) The new training programme for April to July will be available on the 
website soon.  A training needs survey will be done during the early 
summer. 

  
7. Update from the Vision Partnership and Selection of the Second 

Representative on to the Vision Partnership 
 
 

 a) At the last meeting the main topic was Housing in Bolton and 
presentations were given by Keith Davies, Bolton Council; Guy Cresswell, 
Bolton Community Homes and Jon Lord, Bolton at Home.  Karen asked 
for approval from the forum for Housing to be one of the topics at a future 
meeting and this was agreed. 
 

 b) Currently Phil Mason is one of the representatives on the Vision 
Partnership on behalf of the Voluntary & Community Sector forum; Rita 
Liddell has stepped down leaving a second place available.  Being a 
representative means that you have to commit to attending this forum (six 
a year).  You must also commit to attending the Vision Partnership 
meetings (four a year).  Applications need to be in by Thursday 30th April. 

  
8. Date of next meeting – Wednesday 13th May, 12:30pm. 
 


